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for Early Child Care & Development in the Palestinian Society in Israel

Arab Bedouin Children in the Negev: Neglected and Accused

There are 164,000 Arab Bedouin living in the
Negev, according to figures provided by the
Central Bureau of Statistics for the year 2007.

There are approximately 84,000 people living
in 45 unrecognized villages, who make up half
of the Arab Bedouin population of the Negev.

Sixty percent of the Arab Bedouin inhabitants
of the Negev are children under the age of 18.

All the Arab villages in the Negev fall within
the lowest economic rungs (1 or 2 according
to the classification of the CBS).

At least 595 homes have been demolished in
Arab villages in the Negev between the years
2001-08, in addition to 45,000 additional
homes that are under threat of demolition.

At the beginning of 2009, the unemployment
rate in most of the Arab villages of the Negev
surpassed 15%, in comparison with the gen-
eral average of 6-7% in the country. In a por-
tion of the unrecognized villages of the Negev,
the unemployment rate is more than 20-30%.

Health clinics are present in only 11 out of the
45 unrecognized villages, and only eight of
these villages have family health clinics (the
majority of which were established as a result
of petitions submitted to the Supreme Court of

Arab children in the Negev make up around
80% of the child patients in the Soroka hospital,
even though they make up only 27% of its resi-
dents.

There are only 15 primary schools in the unrec-
ognized villages (21 schools in total, some of
which also offer preparatory/junior high educa-
tion). There is no high school in any of the un-
recognized villages.

While there are preschools present in some of
the villages, adequate transportation to them
from the other unrecognized villages is not pro-
vided.

There is an enormous, persisting gap in the size
and level of investment in Arab education as
compared to Jewish education, which increases
further the smaller the age groups are. In early
childhood care services it reaches 50%.

The Arab villages in the Negev suffer from a
severe deficit of classrooms equipped for teach-
ing.

The Arab children in the Negev have the right to
compulsory, free education from the age of
three, but 30% of children in 4-5 year age group
do not obtain any education in an early child-
hood framework, in comparison to 4% in the
Jewish community.
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Musharaka organizing a
tour for journalists with
the goal of taking an up-
close look at the reality
of Arab children in the
Negev. To demand for a
new provision of ser-
vices and full educational
and healthcare rights for
every child, as well as the
implementation of exist-
ing laws, such as the
Compulsory Free Educa-
tion Law for those 3 years
and up, whose implemen-
tation is still lacking since
it began to be used in
1999, especially in the
unrecognized Arab vil-
lages in the Negev.

Justice).

Shas and the Likud parties forming Israel's 32" Government planning on changing
the National Insurance Law.

In the agreement reached by the coalition formed between the Shas and Likud parties to form Israel's 32"
government, Article 70 touched on the issue of welfare: "The National Insurance law will be changed so as to
deny social security installments for children in the situations defined as following: a. every parent whose cus-
tody of his/her child was taken away by a court order with the right jurisdiction; b. every parent whose children
are not studying regularly within an educational framework, according the definition of the Compulsory Educa-
tion Law; c. every parent whose children do not receive the necessary vaccinations for their age, according to
the Vaccination program in the Health Ministry. "

This demand by Shas is an illegitimate one at its roots, given that the state itself does not provide just about
any framework for early childhood care in the unrecognized Arab villages in the Negev, from newborns up till
the mandatory preschool age. In addition, there is no provision for adequate, close-by healthcare services,
including mother and child clinics.

Arab children in the Negev have been suffering from a policy of neglect and marginalization over many long
years, as well as a policy of tightening the screws in all aspects of life, so as to make them be treated as
"invisible citizens", and their rights are systematically violated, by not providing them necessary services and
equal rights, specifically in the unrecognized villages.

Since the state refuses to recognize these villages, and thus deprives them of the adequate infrastructure,
including setting up healthcare and educational services at an acceptable level and distance, the children of
these villages fall victim to the dispute over the land between the state and the people of the Negev as a result,
despite the fact that all international charters enjoin the guaranteeing of children's right to education and
healthcare, without any relation to the legal status of where they and their families live.

Media Insight on the
Issue.

° http://www.akhbarna.com/
arabic/?action=detail&id=1608

° http://online.alarab.co.il/
view.php?sel=00138999

° http://www.deyaralnagab.com/
index.php?content=20&id=174

° http://www.ashams.com/
article.php?id=60046

° http://www.bokra.net/?
cGF0aCUzRGFydGljbGUIMjZpZ
CUzRDEwWMDEONQ%3D%3D
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We Musharaka for Early
Childhood Care and
Development (ECCD) in Arab
society, see the demand by
Shas as one to be rejected at
the outset, and consider it a
continuation of the policy of
collective punishment and
discrimination ongoing for the
last 61 years against the Arab
public and especially against
the Arab citizens in the Negev.
The same policy that has
deprived the villages of the
Negev, especially the
unrecognized ones, from
infrastructure for education
and healthcare comes back
today to make child social
security installments
conditional on the wuse of
services that are originally not
even provided.

Health Services

rights in receiving
treatment and medical supervi-
sion are clearly violated in the
unrecognized villages, due to the
unavailability of an adequate
number of mother-and-child clin-
ics, so that many children lack
regular vaccinations and follow-
up from specialized nurses.

At the same time, most of the
existing clinics in the unrecog-
nized villages lack electricity for
most of the day, which makes the
possibility of preserving medicine
and vaccines difficult, not to men-
tion the lack of medical and phar-
maceutical personnel.

In these conditions, and given the
lack of public transportation,
every attempt to get treatment
outside the village becomes a
costly financial burden for the
families in the unrecognized vil-
lages, especially because of the
difficult economic situation and
the ongoing rise in the unemploy-
ment rate in these villages.

Physicians for Human Rights, in its
report "Spatial Separation, Discrimi-
nation in Healthcare — Israel 2009",
wrote the following on the conditions
of the unrecognized villages:

"The state imposes its plan to con-
centrate the residents into special
villages by denying the setting of
services, including healthcare. In
addition, it limits the residents'
movement by not linking these vil-
lages through regional road net-
works. As a result, no adequate
possibilities are available to obtain
the majority of basic services, what-
ever they may be — electricity, wa-
ter, sewage treatment, cleanliness,
healthcare, postal services and
telephones. There are primary
schools in only 15 villages (21
schools in total, some of which also
offer preparatory/junior high educa-
tion). There is no high school in any
of the unrecognized villages. Health
clinics are present in only 11 vil-
lages, and only eight of these vil-
lages have family health clinics (the
majority of which were established

as a result of petitions submitted by
Al- Tufula ( Member of Musharaka)
and Addalah for human rights to the
Supreme Court of Justice). As a
result of this policy and the absence
of healthcare services and services
to assist healthcare, the people of
these villages suffer from a high
disease rate, and the infant mortality
rate is three times the general aver-
age, and a large percentage of new-
borns are born underweight or mal-
nourished. In addition, a large per-
centage of cases of children requir-
ing

To compare the number of clinics in
the unrecognized villages with the
Jewish villages surrounding them,
for example, in the town of Lehafim,
there are three clinics that serve
5500 people.

It is worth mentioning that 80% of
the children treated in the Soroka
hospital are Bedouin Arabs from the
Negev, despite their being only 27%
of the Negev's residents.

Early Childhood Education

WWW:panet.co.il

Arab children in the Negev have the right
to free, compulsory education from the
age of 3, according to the law, which was
implemented in 1999 following a sustained
struggle by the Early Childhood Care
Committee in Arab Society, which was
founded and included as a part of the
Musharaka group of NGOs and the Fol-
low-up Committee. Despite this, a large
portion of children in the unrecognized
villages are still unable to obtain their right
to education as per the law, because no
preschools are built and neither is trans-
portation made available to the educa-
tional frameworks for these ages. In many
cases, children aged 3 are forced to travel
long distances in unsafe and inappropriate
means of transportation to reach a pre-
school in another village, which contradicts
the Education Ministry's own guidelines.

In the report "A Snapshot — Bedouin Chil-
dren in the Negev" that was presented to
Knesset Committee for Children's Rights

in 2006, the following was written:

"The participation of Bedouin children in
the early childhood education system is
very low. Within the framework of care

giving up to age 3, there are not many children from the ap-
propriate age groups present in any educational framework,
because preschools work only in a portion of the villages and
there is no transportation network for the preschools."

According to a document presented to the Knesset Committee
for Education in 2007 titled "The Education System in the
Bedouin Community of the Negev", the following was written:

"30% of all the Bedouin children in the Negev in the 4-5 year
age range do not study in preschools, in comparison to 4% in
Jewish society. The caregivers are also not adequately quali-
fied and the majority of the helpers in the preschools have not
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www.musharaka.org

T
Musharaka Mem_ber Organizations

AJEEC: Arab-Jewish Center for Equality, Empowerment
and Cooperation- Al Naqab (R.O)

Tel: 08-6405432 Fax: 08-6405451

o WE Are a collective group of four
Al-Tufula Pedagogical and Women Center - Nazareth non- govern me ntq I OrgCI niZCI'rlonS

Nurseries Institute (R.O)

P.0.Box 240, Nazareth, 16000, Tel/Fax: 04-6566386 thqt Cqme together 1.0 promOte
info@altufula.org www.altufula.org and enhance the field of EGI"Y
D |-Tifl al-Arabi(DTA I-Muthallath al-Sh li- H

Norhern THangle ROy ot alShamal Childhood Care and Develop-
P.O. Box. 642, Arara, 30026 ment, in the Arab Palestinian com-

Tel: 04-6355322 Fax: 04-6354362 mu nity in |SI'CIe|.

dareltfl@zahav.net.il www.daraltifl.org www.daraltifl.com

Acre Women's Association - Pedagogical Center-
Akka (R.O)

P.O.Box 2318 Acre, 24312
Tel: 04-9912436 Fax: 04-9811201
Email: acrewom(@netvision.net.il

Executing ECCD programs covering areas from North to South
within the country; work closely with parents, families and

_ other immediate caregivers to create a protective, nurturing,
and stimulating environment for young children, and to

lobby for institutional and governmental reform.
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I To pressure stopping the implementation of the law: I
I Write letters to the minister of Education. I

Write letters to the prime minister of the state of Israel.

I Write letters to officials in your own country. I
I Demonstrate in front of the Israeli Embassy in your own country. I
|

Write to media in your own country.
Suport Musharaka continue lobbying by donating ( please refer to Musharaka contanct I
on top of the page) .




